
Sunday, September 24, 2023 
16th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 7 

  
  

  

Troparion: 
By Thy Cross, Thou didst destroy death!  To the thief, Thou didst open Paradise!  For the myrrhbearers, 
Thou didst change weeping into joy!  And Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim 
that Thou art risen, granting the world great mercy! 
  
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, in spite of our honor and devotion we are unable to give 
you worthy praise, through your glorious and noble birth your mother’s childlessness was ended, your 
father’s tongue was freed, and the incarnation of the Son of God was proclaimed to the world. 
  
Kontakion: 
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its 
powers!  Hell is bound, while the prophets rejoice and cry:  The Savior has come to those in faith!  Enter, 
you faithful, into the Resurrection! 
  
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator, despise not the entreating cry 
of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith.  Hasten to hear our 
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, For you always ever protect those who honor you! 
  
Prokeimenon in the 7th Tone: 
The Lord shall give strength to His people!  The Lord shall bless His people with peace! 
(Vs.)  Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God!  Offer young rams to the Lord! 
  
Tone 4 (Martyrs): 
The Lord has shown all the wonders of His will to the saints who are in His land. 
  
Epistle: 
The reading from the Epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians.  (2 Cor. 6:1-10) 
  
Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain.  For He 
says,  "At the acceptable time I have listened to you,  and helped you on the day of salvation."  Behold, now 
is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  We put no obstacle in any one's way, so that 
no fault may be found with our ministry,  but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: 
through great endurance, in afflictions,  hardships,  calamities,  beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, 
watching, hunger;  by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love,  truthful 
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;  in 
honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;  as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed;  as sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  
  
Brethren,  we know that in everything God works for good with those who love Him, who are called 
according to His purpose.  For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of His Son, in order that He might be the first-born among many brethren.  And those whom He predestined 
He also called; and those whom He called He also justified; and those whom He justified He also glorified.   
What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not spare His own Son but 
gave Him up for us all, will He not also give us all things with Him?  Who shall bring any charge against 
God's elect? It is God who justifies;  who is to condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised 
from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us?  Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
As it is written,   "For Thy sake we are being killed all the day long;   we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered."    No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am 



sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.    (Rom 8:28-39) 

  

Alleluia Verses: 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy name, O Most High! 
(Vs.)  To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night! 
  
Tone 4 (Martyrs): 
The righteous cried and the Lord heard them, and delivered them out of all their troubles.   
  
Gospel: 
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke.  (Chapter 5:1-11) 
5:1-11  (Luke)          123 
  
At that time Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.  And He saw two boats moored by the lake, 
but the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets.  And getting into one of the boats, the one 
that was Simon’s, He asked him to put out a little from the land.  And sitting down, He began to teach the 
crowds from the boat.  But when He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep, and 
lower your nets for a catch.”  And Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, the whole night through we 
have toiled and have taken nothing; but at your word I will lower the net.”  And when they had done so, they 
caught a great number of fishes, but their net was breaking.  And they called to their comrades in the other 
boat to come and help them.  And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  But 
when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord,” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish they had made; and so also 
were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.  And Jesus said to Simon, “Do 
not be afraid; from now on you shall catch men.”  And when they had brought their boats to land, they left 
all and followed Him. 

  
The Lord said to His disciples, “Take care not to be led astray by men, for they will arrest and persecute 
you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, dragging you before kings and governors for my 
name’s sake.  It shall lead to your bearing witness.  Resolve therefore in your hearts not to prepare your 
defense.  For I myself will give you speech and wisdom, which all your adversaries will not be able to answer 
or resist.  But you will be delivered up by your parents and brothers and relatives and friends; and some of 
you they will put to death.   And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake; yet not a hair of your head 
shall perish.  By standing firm you will win true life for yourselves.”   (Luke 21:12-19) 

  
  

 


